PLEASE JOIN US!!
At the Polaris Hilton in Columbus, Ohio
for the District 29 Fall Conference

“Honoring Our Veterans”
November 8 to 11, 2019

America’s Boating Club of Central Ohio
will treat you to a “Meet & Greet’ beginning
at 6:30 p.m. on Friday night
Conference Registration Hours
3:00 to 7:00 p.m. Friday
7:00 to 9:00 a.m. Saturday

America’s Boating Club® and logo are trademarks of the United States Power Squadrons®.

ALL TO THE 2019 FALL CONFERENCE
To:

District 29 Conference Members: 1) District 29 Council Members: District
29 Bridge Officers, the Immediate Past District Commander, Chairs of the
General Committees, Squadron Commanders, Squadron Delegates at Large 2)
Past District Commanders 3) Squadron Delegates and 4) all District 29
members

From:

D/Lt/C Sharon Manter, AP District 29 Secretary

Date:

October 7, 2019

Please be advised the District 29 2019 Fall Conference will be held 8,9,10 November
2019 at the Polaris Hilton Hotel and Conference Center, 8700 Lyra Dr., Columbus, OH
43240 (614) 885-1600
Squadron Commanders: A copy of the Conference Meeting Delegate form will be sent to
you for your use in providing a list of your squadron’s delegates. Please complete the form,
sending a copy to the Treasurer (Dennis Keyfauver, 1932 Pleasant Ridge Dr., Fort Wayne, IN
46819-9513 or electronically to k3dck@onlyinternet.net to be received by 25 October
2019.)
Delegate Voter Cards: can be picked up Saturday at the meetings
Minutes of the Spring Conference Meeting will be available at the Conference.
Dress Code

Saturday daytime: America’s Boating Club or USPS casual, USPS Polo or
other appropriate attire
Saturday evening: (Men) Uniform A with bow tie or USPS blazer with tie or
special occasion evening attire
(Women) Uniform A with cross tie or special occasion
evening attire

Registration forms for the Conference are in this issue. These forms are at the end of
the newsletter.
Everyone attending must complete the registration form and mail it to the district
treasurer even if you are a delegate and your conference fees are paid by your
squadron treasurer!

Columbus Welcomes all to the

2019 District 29 Fall Conference
November 8th, 9th, and 10th

“Honoring Our Veterans”
At the beautiful AAA Four Diamond Award Hilton Polaris Hotel
When it comes to things to do in Columbus, the Hilton Columbus/Polaris is less than 300 yards from 160 stores and
restaurants, from Macys, Saks, JCPenney, Von Maur and the recently remolded Bass Pro Shops/Cabela’s, Dick’s
Field & Stream, and Duluth Trading Store. And if that isn’t enough shopping, within a small drive, you will find
Ikea, Easton Town Center, and the Tanger Outlet Mall. If shopping is not your thing, check out venues like Top Golf,
Star Lanes, Day Spas, or Dave and Buster’s. Whatever your tastes may be, there's plenty of entertainment and
activities to take part in during your stay.



Conference Registration begins at 3:00 pm on November 8th.

 “Meet & Greet” begins at 6:30 pm and is sponsored by America’s
Boat Club of Central Ohio will include loads of food and drinks.
Wear your favorite military apparel to show your support.
 Check your schedule of events in your registration packets for
additional information. *
* Since there is so much to do in the area, we will not be hosting a
Saturday session for guests that are not attending the business meeting.

The Hilton is holding a block of 20 rooms for the America’s
Boating Club Conference at a discounted price of $109.
November 9th is a home game for the Ohio State football game
so hotel rooms will be in great demand.
Your hotel reservations for the Fall Conference must be made by October 9th. Call 1614-885-1600. Identify yourself as a member of America’s Boating Club to obtain the
discounted rate.

HI LTON COLUM B US/POLA R I S
8700 LYRA DRIVE, COLUMBUS, OHIO, 43240, USATEL: +1-614-885-1600 FAX: +1-614-310-0534

Come and have a great time supporting your
District

BRIDGE REPORTS
DISTRICT COMMANDER
Felicia Evans AP
Nelson and I are enjoying reading a book titled “Salty Dog Talk, The Nautical Origins of Everyday
Expressions” written by Bill Beavis and Richard G. McCloskey. I never realized just how many of the
words and expressions used in everyday English do in fact have a fascinating nautical origin. If
you’ve ever felt you’ve been sold down the river or put through the hoop, or that somebody is the
bitter end or when they’re at close quarters, or that anything less than the Real McCoy makes you
fell groggy, then your language is already steeped in the salty tradition.
It is fun to learn about nautical traditions and how they originated. That is why you need to put
November 8-10 2019 on your calendars and plan to be in Columbus, Ohio for the 2019 D29 Fall
Conference, hosted by Columbus Sail and Power Squadron. Columbus has choosen the theme
“Honoring Our Veterans”. It is a fitting theme, because USPS was very instrumental in providing
nautical support during WWI. Veterans are an important part of USPS’s heritage. Come help D29
honor our veterans. That is all that I am going to say about that subject, and you will just have to
come to the Fall conference to hear more about how USPS was A.1. during war times.
There was a delegation of D29 members who attended the 2019 USPS, America’s Boating
Club Governing Board in Louisville, Kentucky on September 14, 2019. Most of us arrived on or
around September 10. On Thursday, I along with D29 Executive Office Jason Snook attended an all
day meeting where we broke up into 4 teams and performed a SWOT, Strengths, Weakness,
Opportunities, and Threats. Each team was given the task of dealing with one of these areas and
looking at the concept of the Districts role and how we can assist and help our squadrons. It was
interesting to see that D29 is not adrift when it comes to issues of recruitment, retention and growing
a squadron. I will share more about my SWOT experience, so don’t be aloof and miss out.
As most of you remember, last year National voted at Governing Board to change the Bylaw to
allow national to hold one National meeting a year. That is why there is no scheduled Governing
Board Meeting for 2020. District Rules did not reflect the same language as National which required
a district rule change. The rule change was voted on and accepted. Each District shall hold at least
one district conference each calendar year. Immediate business may be conducted electronically
state permitting. It has been since 2003 that the D29 Bylaws have been reviewed and revised. I have
requested that Stf/C Larry Cole and the Rules Committee to review District 29 Bylaws. By and Large,
the Rules Committee will brace up and get the job done.
I want to thank all who attended the D29 Cruise Out. We had an S.O.S because of high water
and could not go to some of the scheduled ports. Thank you to P/D/C Phil Osborne for his assistance
with finding marina locations. We started at Middle Bass island and ended up at Huron Boat Basin.
We had a 10-12 boats at various times of the cruise out. At the Summer Council meeting, we
discussed the National Planning Committee Strategic Transition Plan Outline. I heard from many of
you about your thoughts and feelings. Come to the Fall Conference and I will give you the update
that I received from National. Thank you to Port Clinton Power Squadron for putting together their
annual Steak Fry and allowing Summer Council to participate. PCPS really knows how to put on the
spread and we chewed the fat.
I am at the bitter end of my article, so in closing, don’t miss the boat by not attending the Fall
Conference on November 8-10, 2019.
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DISTRICT EDUCATION OFFICER
D/LT/C Chris Hoover AP
Hello from the education department. The national conference that was just held in Louisville
was interesting in many ways. There were many great seminars to attend and always interesting to
meet other people across the country, Canada and Pueto Rico. I found it interesting to see the
different perspectives of people and how they boat in their area. Do they boat all year or more like us
during a season, do they have ABC classes all year or just certain months.
One thing I really took away from this event was, what works for one squadron may need to be
tweeked for another, but our goal is the same. Educating people and their families in boating
education. Creating relasionships, making an experience, just not a class. Getting students excited
for the next level of classes in which creates new membership for our squadrons. It is our common
goal and what ever spin or how we need to tweek, is up to you, just keep going. Teach, create an
experience, build a relationship, get them excited and build their knowledge of advanced courses
while building your membership.
There were two squadrons that were asked to do a presentation at the national conference,
one of which from D-29 and the other from Cape Corral Florida. The topic was “How to fill the seats
of your ABC class”. I was honored as DEO and a member of Toledo Sail and Power Squadron that
we were asked to present. Thanks to Lt/C Nelson Evans, we were able to put together a nice
seminar on how we are successful. The basic plot is what was said above;
-Create an experience (not just a class).
-Build relationships.
-Get them excited (this means you need to be excited - it’s a fun subject, have fun!).
-Get them into another class and build your membership. (advertise other classes)
This fall we have our conference in November. I want to thank those who are volunteering
their time to help in this process and I hope that you can join us as we have a variety of seminars. I
look forward to seeing you all there.
Saturday, November 9 Seminar Schedule
Room 1
Session 1 (9 to 9:45)
Weather – “Hurricanes and how it effects our area”
Room 1
Session 2 (10 to 10:45)
Intro to Celestial Navigation
Room 2
Session 1 (9 to 9:45)
ODNR update – “Updates on accidents, updated boating info, upcoming new events, questions and
answers.
Room 2
Session 2 (10 to 10:45)
Intro to Basic Radar
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Hallway; (8:30 to 11:30)
Self-guided displays
Table 1 - Knot tying, Line tossing.
Table 2 - Toy boat, spring line activity.
EXECUTIVE OFFICER
D/LT/C JASON SNOOK SN-CN
As I write this article, the end of summer is nearing. Hopefully you had a chance to enjoy this short
summer by going on a boat trip or just relaxing at your home port. The District 29 summer council/
rendezvous was a big success and a fun time had by all, thanks for all who attended and helped out.
Vessel safety examiners have also been hard at work making sure every boat has the proper safety
equipment to travel safely on the water. I myself have done over 10 this summer. I would like to thank
all the examiners in the district for their hard work and dedication to ensure safety on the water.
I recently completed the IN certification course along with Stf/C Larry Cole. It was a very fun and
enjoyable experience as you have to demonstrate your boating skills using a small center counsel
boat in the 15-20 ft range. The instructors were P/D/Lt/C Larry Lowe and P/D/C Bob Runner and they
did an excellent job to make sure we passed the test. Thanks to Commander Fred Zibbel of Toledo
for letting us use his boat for this task. If you have the chance, I recommend taking this to become a
more confident and safe boater.
As for the upcoming events for the rest of the year, we have the District 29 Fall conference in
Columbus, Ohio, Nov 8-10. As you already know, we have lots of fun while also taking care of
business. Please don’t miss out on this event as it is an important part of being involved with your
district. The host squadron also does an excellent job of making sure everything is organized and
making you feel welcomed. After the conference, don’t forget about all the Christmas parties and
change of watches for the squadrons in the district. They are always fun to attend and it’s good to see
people you haven’t seen in a while.
The conference committee is busy at work to find the next venue for the Spring conference where I
be sworn in as the next District Commander. As soon as the venue is chosen, I will be posting the
information at the fall conference, Christmas parties, and COW's. My theme will be Snook, Line, and
sinker. Hope to see you there.
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER
D/LT/C TOM PATTERSON JN
Dear fellow squadron members. Fall is here and there are not too many boating days left for this
season. Some of us on Lake Erie were not able to use their boats because of the high water.
Unfortunately, I am one of them but with the onset of Fall weather, we want to turn our focus to
education.
During the Fall Conference November 8-10 our DEO Chris Hoover has put together some learning
seminars for the attendees. I would like to encourage everyone to take advantage of these.
We had a very successful summer conference in Huron. Some came by car and others in their
boats. It is always good to have our District Squadron meet to enjoy our friendships and network with
other local squadrons in a social setting.
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Looking forward to seeing everyone in November in Columbus.

COMMANDER REPORTS
COLUMBUS – Commander Richard Sorensen SN

Greetings from District 29’s Southern Border Squadron
Aka America’s Boating Club of Central Ohio
We are reporting from the District’s southernmost outpost that Columbus Sail and Power Squadron is
alive and flourishing! We’ve just come off of a very active summer boating season that included a trip
on Canada’s beautiful Trent-Severn Waterway system and a major adventure at Lake Cumberland. Our
very own indefatigable Robert Rayburn (Assistant National Education Officer, Past District and
Squadron Commander, Instructor and so much more) continued in his contribution to our improvement
at the recent National Governors Meeting in Louisville. He was in the company of our Executive Officer,
Sherri Haring.
Speaking of Education our fall line-up of classes has started under John Seaver/Paul King’s direction.
Marine Electrical is underway as is Navigation field work, Radar is being offered as an on-line option,
and Piloting starts early in October. Our membership chair, Sue Goelz, reports three new members
added in just the last few weeks.
For the third year in a row we are returning to Ohio State University to expose the Naval Midshipmen
to Celestial Navigation. Ralph Newman is leading this effort with assistance from a lot of our Squadron’s
Nav graduates. It is a wonderful experience to be able to transfer navigation knowledge from theory to
practical.
Our big event is coming and we hope to see you all, here in sunny ‘southern’ Columbus, at the District
29 Fall conference. Forget about all the seminars, knowledge, speakers and great food….. think of the
shopping! Our location at the Polaris Fashion Fall, just seven weeks before Christmas, should get
everyone’s attention. Hundreds of stores including such hits as Ikea, Cabela’s, Field and Stream, Duluth
Underway and so much more! Oh! For the ladies, Abercrombie and Fitch, Amazon Locker, Apple …
and that’s just the A’s. Make your reservation now!
Our outreach program this year is to return to the Columbus Fishing Expo. 15,000 fishermen attended
last year and we secured our largest ABC class on record! We used the Boating Simulator as a ‘lure’
to get the kids to ‘drive the boat’ while we presented our FREE ABC class to their parents. Our class
was scheduled to start the next Saturday. Great turnout and results.
That’s all from the Southern Squadron for now. ‘you-all’ come and see us on November 8, 9 @
10th.
FINDLAY – Commander Doris Critzer SN
Now that boating season is almost over for most of us, it is time to start our regular meetings. Our
Squadron met on September 4 at Steve’s Dakota Grill for dinner. Member Rick Vandemark gave us a
presentation about drones—various sizes, cost and many different uses. The demonstration was done
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in the parking lot of the restaurant. The October meeting will be on October 2. P/D/C Phil Osborne will
be presenting a program about the Trent-Severn Waterway boat trip taken in late July. There were five
boats with four squadrons represented on the trip. Christmas party plans are TBA at this time.
FORT WAYNE – Commander Richard Manter AP
Now that Fall is here we are having our monthly meetings again. We met at a local restaurant in
September and will be meeting at the home of Dennis Keyfauver for our October meeting which will be
a cookout and hopefully a bonfire (weather permitting). We will be having our Christmas party at the
Ramada Inn and Conference Center on Sunday, December 8.
LIMA – Commander Dan Mullane SN-IN
It is with a very sad heart that I am reporting that The Lima Power Squadron has made the decision to
begin the process of dissolution of the Squadron. We could see this coming for about two years. Our
problems have been twofold. We have not been successful in recruiting students for the Boating
Course, therefore we are not getting any new members. With an aging membership we have been
losing members. Secondly, we have not been able to fill our Bridge positions. We have held on
through difficulties, but many think it is now time to turn in our Charter. LPS has been around for 66
years, having been formed in 1953. I am hoping that all of our members will transfer to other
Squadrons.
Lima had our picnic, along with Columbus, at Indian Lake in June. We had no Lima cruises this year
as many of our members have sold their boats or moved into Pontoons. A couple of us joined in with
cruises with D/29 and other Squadrons and had great times last summer.
I look forward to seeing you in Columbus in November at the Fall Conference.
PORT CLINTON – Commander Dennis Timple AP
Port Clinton has been blessed with a very active Vessel Safety Check Examiners doing 141 checks to
date of the 342 done in D/29. We had a well attended Steak Fry in July at Huron Boat Basin cosponsored with Sandusky. Christmas party will be with Sandusky Power Squadron at Sandusky
Yacht Club on December 15. Change of Watch location TBA.
SANDUSKY – P/D/Lt/C Mark Dahlmann, SN
The members of America’s Boating Club of Sandusky don’t have formal meetings or events over the
summer, but do spend time together as a group or individually with other squadron members and
families. Our first gathering was at the D29 Summer Rendezvous at Huron Boat Basin. For many
years, we have been enjoying an annual joint rendezvous with our good friends in the Port Clinton
Power Squadron. This year, we were happy to share the weekend with our District 29 family. A thank
you to all who attended and brought a dinner item to share. Special thanks go to Tom Lander for
purchasing the steaks for the event and to Bob DuBray for bringing the SPS grille. Mary Dahlmann
and Kathy Runner created and sold tickets for the Wheel Barrow of Cheer fundraiser. Thank you to
those who participated, as we raised a nice amount of money to help in our efforts to support the
goals of USPS. During the rest of the summer, many of our members took advantage of an invitation
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from Sandusky Yacht Club to join them for their boating events at Rattlesnake Island, Cleveland Rock
n Dock, and Kelleys Island.
In September, we started our new year of events for our members. Our first event was held at Twin
Oast on Catawba Island. Members enjoyed the food and craft beers of the brewery. Our October
event will be held at Sandusky Yacht Club on one of their Trivia Nights. Our members will meet for
dinner and then divide up into teams for a fun, but fierce competition.
We have been busy planning to spruce up our building. Jack Runner wrote a grant to replace our
worn awning. We will also be removing and refurbishing the sign on the front of the building. In the
spring, we will apply for a grant to seal and tuck point the brick on the building.
This past year, we welcomed eight new members, and were blessed with a fifty-year member, six
twenty-five-year members, and a Life Member.
Our Educational Department has planned several classes. Recently, a Piloting (Boat Handling) class
started with four members, and an ABC class started with five members. We also have ABC classes
scheduled for January and March.
TOLEDO – Commander Fred Zibbel JN
I can’t believe it is going to be November and our boats are on the hard, shrink wrapped, winterized
or in storage for the long cold months ahead.
It was a great boating season with many members enjoying the cruises and rendezvous planned by
the Toledo Cruise Committee. Put-in-Bay, Kelly’s Island, Harsens Island and the D/29 cruise out were
destinations that made many memories and renewed friendships with fellow members. It is hard to
believe 2019 is coming to a close at such a fast pace.
It was a great year and many accomplishments were realized. Our dedicated Vessel Safety
Examiners, Richard Alleshouse, Larry Cole, John Miga, Mike Schabeck and Jason Snook completed
72 checks, passing 71 of them. This required an investment of a significant amount of time and their
efforts are highly appreciated. Two members, Larry Cole and Jason Snook completed the Boat
Operator Certification (BOC) Inland Navigator requirements thanks to Larry Lowe, Bob Runner and
Craig Frasier for their leadership on a rainy day on West Harbor.
There were many familiar faces attending the National Governing Board Meeting in Louisville,
Kentucky. D/29 DEO Chris Hoover and Toledo SEO Nelson Evans were invited to present a session
on Filling Seats in ABC classes. Their session was well attended and they swhared best practices on
ways the Toledo Squadron adevertises, presents and engages ABC attendees.
In addition to attending the many sessions, there was time to enjoy all Louisville has to offer. Dining,
distilleries and even a surprise birthday party for Don Leutz, quietly and secretly arranged by his
better half, Jan Leutz. On average, the Toledo Squadron monthyly meetings saw 50 members in
attendance.
It has been a fun, safe and enjoyable year for the Toledo Squadon. Thanks to everyone for being
involved, actively engaged and willing to assist when the need arises.
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USPS D/29

FALL CONFERENCE REGISTRATION

8. 9, 10 November 2019
Hilton Columbus Polaris, Columbus, OH
Anyone attending this Conference and partaking in lunch and/or dinner must register using this form. Delegates
must use this form to register. Your squadron will send your fees directly to the D/Treasurer.
Is this your 1st District Conference? Yes ___.
Lunch Menu
“Hot Buffet Items”: Marinara Sauce, Pasta with Garlic and butter, Seasoned Grilled Chicken and
Meatballs, rolls and butter; Chef’s Choice Dessert, Coffee and Iced Tea

Dinner Menu (Choose One)
“Grilled Chicken Breast”: mashed potatoes, seasonal vegetable medley and chicken jus
gravy.
“Baked Tilapia Fillet”: garlic roasted baby potatoes, green beans.
Both dinners will be served with tossed seasonal green salad, and an assortment of rolls, coffee, tea
and/or iced tea, and dessert.
Special dietary needs? Please specify ____________________________________________________
Adult Cost: For Lunch only: $ 25.00

Dinner only: $ 30.00 Both Lunch and Dinner: $ 55.00

Please print & fill in the information below and mail to the address indicated.
Rank Name

Grade

Lunch
Buffet

_____

_______________________________ ____

____

Dinner
Chicken
Fish
yes
____
____

_____

_______________________________ ____

____

____

Guest

_______________________________

Guest

_______________________________

____
____

Delegate?
Circle one
no

____

____

____

____

____
Total enclosed $ ______

Please send this completed Registration Form and Check – Payable to USPS District 29.
Mail to: D/Lt/C Dennis Keyfauver, SN, 1932 Pleasant Ridge Dr, Fort Wayne, IN 46819

DEADLINE: REGISTRATION AND CHECK MUST BE RECEIVED BY FRIDAY 1 NOVEMBER
2019.
For any questions, please call: D/Conference Chairman, Cdr Richard Sorensen @ 614-537-3663

Have you remembered to reserve your room??
Call Hilton Columbus Polaris @ 614-885-1600
Please mention United States Power Squadrons when reserving room.
Kings, Doubles, Handicaps … all rooms $109+tax
Guaranteed rates until Wednesday 10/9/2019 – Guaranteed until room block is filled
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